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Final Instructions
The event
Well if you are reading this you are either competing or wishing that you were.  We expect just under 60 pairs to be at the start line on 29/30th July with a real mixture of experienced racers and novices.

The location
The location for start and finish of this year’s Open24 is Bolton Abbey near Skipton [SE070538].  You can find more details about Bolton Abbey at www.boltonabbey.com – it’s a spectacular location for a start to an adventure race.
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Before you plan your route on the Friday night, it is important to note that registration and event briefing is not at Bolton Abbey.  Unfortunately someone booked the local village hall a long time ago for a sixtieth birthday party.  As such the registration and event briefing is a 5 minute drive away in Addingham at the memorial Hall [SE079497].  Click here for this location.
Friday and Saturday
Where possible please register on Friday night, Saturday will be busy for both yourselves and us – time flies, before you know it you will be standing on the start line.  At registration, we would appreciate it if you could bring the equipment on the rope stages list (e.g. Harness, slings, etc).  Andy Sallabank will just spend five minutes with you arranging the kit so that on the event, things can move a little faster (there is no intention of having any timeouts for rope stages).

Race briefing will be in the main hall at Addingham at 10.00 am. Missing the race briefing, could result in you not being able to partake in certain stages, please arrive early to avoid this embarrassment.

Control values and descriptions for the whole event will be issued at your start time minus 90 minutes at the memorial hall.  The first start is 12.31 hence descriptions issued at 11.01 (race number 1), second start 12.32 issued at 11.02 (race number 2), etc.  
You will only be able to collect these values and descriptions after you have deposited your kit box with the event support staff.  Within your 90 minutes you need to mark your map with control values and drive to Bolton Abbey.  The start is 10 -15 minute walk from where the cars will be parked.  If you do not have a vehicle to get to Bolton Abbey from Addingham please contact us.
You can leave the keys for your car with Event Support staff at the start.  Please label them clearly with your name and race number.

Accommodation 
If you fancy something a little more than a tent, it is worth checking availability on www.outdooryorkshire.com click on accommodation.  If a tent keeps you happy, then the nearest available camp site is Howarth Farm near Appletreewick a 20 min drive from Addingham past Bolton Abbey it has basic facilities.  You can contact them by calling 01756 720226 location is here.  
Maps

This has been a bain of our life – please bear with us…

The following 1:25000 maps cover the event area, please only use maps published in the last 12mths as they have the Open Access areas defined on the map.
· Yorkshire Dales - Northern & Central areas OL30 (required)

· Yorkshire Dales - Southern & Western areas OL2 (required)

· Nidderdale explorer 298 
· Lower Wharfedale & Washburn Valley 297
The following 1:50000 maps cover the event area

· Northallerton & Ripon 99

· Wensleydale & Upper Wharfedale 98

· Leeds & Bradford 104

It is possible to complete the whole event by just purchasing 2 Harvey 1:40000 series maps; they are very different to OS maps.  And in a number of small cases the features we have chosen for controls are not on the map (e.g. sheep folds) so accurate map marking would be required however in many cases they have more detail than a 1:25000 (e.g. minor paths).  If you do elect to use these maps PLEASE be sure to be conversant with how Harvey maps differentiate Bridleways and Footpaths.
· Dales East 
· Dales South
If the thought of buying all of those maps haunts you, you can still buy the Anquet Mapping software – wing us an email and we will send you the software immediately.  You can then pay us for the software at registration.
Controls
For this event there are over 100 controls to mark on the map, the controls will be released on the website on Wednesday 26th July at around lunchtime.  We would ask in the spirit of the event that people do not recce the area, after Wednesday any competitors found in the event area who are not on work related activities (e.g. they are activity instructors) will be disqualified from the event. 

Transitions and Logistics

This will be a very demanding event in regards to logistics, competitors will recall from last year that we open and close transitions at certain times to keep the event moving.  In an effort to prevent queuing at special stages we are planning to have transitions open longer than we did last year, it is quite likely that a number of transitions could be open at the same time.

If a pair takes the direct route between 2 transitions it is quite likely that their kit box will not keep pace with them.  As such competitors should not expect their boxes to be transported between transitions in less than 2 hours.

We are pretty confident that the course we have set will keep the fast racers busy, however it is prudent that we have in mind what happens if someone clears all controls and the transition is not set to open.  If this is you, we would encourage you to call the phone number on your control descriptions or mention it to a marshal and we will arrange for the transition to be open early.  We will only open a transition early if you have collected all of the controls in the previous stage. 
Competitors should be aware that if they decide to retire we will do our utmost to get them and their equipment back to the finish as soon as possible; however our priorities lie with managing the race. As such it could be many hours before this is possible.  Please also note that the car park used for this event is locked between 9 in the evening and 8 in the morning.
Pairs 

We are happy to make any changes right up to the last minute, unfortunately we are now unable to refund any entry fees as bookings for equipment and staff have been made based on your entry.

The entry list is now available on the website.  Start times will be added to this list on Wednesday 26th July, these have been randomly allocated.  An updated list with any team changes will be posted at registration.

Volunteers
We are in need of a few more helping hands at the Open24 so if you have a spouse or a friend who is keen to watch you suffer; please ask them to contact us.  Jobs are not necessarily physical so if you have pulled out due to an injury, I’m sure we can make you feel part of the action without making matters worse. 

We will provide food and a great time.  The only requirement is a smile and enthusiasm.

Contact
You should have received a receipt for your entry from Lisa, if you have not received this please contact us as soon as possible. 

Finally
Have a good week, if you have any concerns please don’t hesitate to wing us an email. If it’s about what kit to use or lifts to the event etc, please use the sleepmonsters forum.

James Thurlow

Event Director :: Open Adventure

email james(at)openadventure.com
telephone 0845 056 0040
mobile 07813 011775
website www.openadventure.com[image: image2.png]
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